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Six Decades of the American Name Society, 1951-2009

Thomas J. Gasque 
If you’re like me, you came into name study indirectly.  My background was English literature, specifically medieval England, and when I joined ANS I was happy to see that some of the early members had been scholars I was familiar with in my work on Old English poetry.  Elliot Van Kirk Dobbie, a charter member of ANS, had edited the six-volume Anglo-Saxon Poetic Records, and those six volumes still have a privileged place on my bookshelf.  Also the great scholar Kemp Malone, whose shares a name with our First Vice-President Kemp Williams, was active from the very beginning and was the third president of the Society.  In graduate school I had read his 1923 book, The Literary History of Hamlet, in which he traced the possible relationship between the early English epic Beowulf and Shakespeare’s Hamlet, through tales recorded by the twelfth century Danish writer Saxo Grammaticus.  Toward the end of Beowulf, the poet says that in his youth his hero showed little promise, was even considered sleac ‘slack’ and unfrom ‘feeble’ (lines 2187-88; Dobbie, 1953 4: 68, 229).  Saxo tells of a hero named Amleth, who had a similar background and pretended to be insane.  At one point he finds a large ship’s rudder at the edge of the sea and tells his companions that it is a sword suitable only for fighting against the waves (Saxo, circ. 1200: 85).  Shakespeare, as you will remember, has Hamlet, in his famous “to be or not to be” soliloquy, wonder whether “to take arms against a sea of troubles” (act 3, scene 1, line 59; Craig, 1951: 920).  Well, what does this have to do with the study of names?  Names, after all, are words, and it is a common interest in words and language that brings us together, not only with each other in the American Name Society but with members of American Dialect Society.  All this comes to my mind when I read Beowulf, which I still do from time to time.  The hero, in his very first speech of the poem, is said to have wordhord onleac ‘unlocked his wordhoard’ (line 259).  And when Polonius asks Hamlet what he is reading, he replies, “Words, words, words” (act 2, scene 2, line 194).
It was my interest in words—however broadly defined—that brought me into both literature and name study.  I was also interested in maps, and the study of placenames brings these two interests together.  The origins of the American Name Society are deep in the study of words. We are a child of the American Dialect Society, and our birth was attended by twelve members of ADS in a hotel room in Detroit, Michigan, on December 29, 1951, just over 58 years ago.  At the time, and as it did for many years afterwards, ADS was meeting with the Modern Language Association (MLA), and most of those in the early years were scholars of literature and language.  But there were also people of other disciplines and professions, including geographers and lawyers.  
ADS, at age 62 a bit old for motherhood (and now we are considered sisters), had long been concerned with names, mostly placenames as an expression of the dialects of America.  An ADS committee reported regularly on placenames to the Society, and the twelve founders decided that it was time for onomastics to have a life of its own.  That, however, was not a sudden inspiration.  Even outside of ADS, name study was well established in the early twentieth century.  Henry Gannett (a geographer with the U.S. Geological Survey, had published several books on U.S. placenames; and H. L. Mencken, who for years had been writing about words, had published four editions of his The American Language by 1936, followed by two supplements in 1945 and 1948.  Part of Mencken’s interest in words was directed toward names, both placenames and personal names—and to some extent others such as brands and products.  In 1920 Warren Upham, a geologist in Minnesota, published a comprehensive study of placenames in that state.  It has been revised but never superseded.  Lewis A. McArthur, a journalist and industrial engineer, the father of our own Lewis L. McArthur, did the same thing for Oregon, the first edition coming out in 1928, the latest, the seventh, in 2003.  At the University of Missouri, Robert Ramsay was directing MA theses in county placename studies in the 1920s and ’30s,
 and he published a small collection and analysis of Missouri names in 1952.  E. C. Ehrensperger of the University of South Dakota, from the 1930s through the early 1960s, directed sixteen theses, each on a single county.
  Some of these studies were published in the late 30s and early 40s under the auspices of the WPA.  In 1945, George R. Stewart, a noted scholar and novelist, had published his history of the United States through its names, the classic and very readable Names on the Land.

Among the twelve at that first meeting in December 1951, the two who were most influential in starting ANS were Erwin Gudde, a professor of German at the University of California, Berkeley, and Elsdon Smith, a lawyer in Chicago.  Gudde’s interest was placenames, and he had recently (1949) published his monumental California Place Names.  Smith’s was personal names.  He had published several books, and his comprehensive bibliography of studies in personal names had been finished and was to be published a few months later, in 1952.  
The others in that room in December 1951 were Harold B. Allen (University of Minnesota), Harold W. Bentley (University of Utah), Margaret M. Bryant (Brooklyn College), Karl W. Dykema (Columbia University), E. C. Ehrensperger (University of South Dakota), E. E. Ericson (University of North Carolina), Robert L. Ramsay (University of Missouri), William F. Mockler (West Virginia University),  and A. H. Fuchs and Elsie Mag (both of G & C Merriam Dictionaries).  Elsdon Smith, as a lawyer, arranged to charter the Society under the laws of the state of Illinois, a charter we still hold (Bryant, 1976: 30).
Because ADS wanted to keep a hand in name study, a liaison committee, chaired by Ed Ehrensperger, was established.  The other members were Francis Lee Utley of Ohio State, and Frederic G. Cassidy, of the University of Wisconsin (Bryant 1976, 30).  In his role as chairman of this committee, Ehrensperger issued an annual report of research and activity in name study.  He kept this up until shortly before his death, in 1984, at the age of 88.  Kelsie Harder took up the task then, and the annual report honored its founder by taking on the name The Ehrensperger Report.  It continues today under the editorship of Michael McGoff. 
For more than a half century, ANS kept its close ties with MLA by holding its annual meeting at the same time and place as that large professional organization, even after ADS, our closest relative (mother or sister), left to join with the Linguistic Society of America.  We broke our connection with MLA recently but rejoined the ADS family, which is why we are here today rather than in Philadelphia last week with MLA.

While it is easy to determine who the founding members of ANS are, it is less easy to identify those who are considered charter members.  Records from those early days are sketchy and some are impossible to locate at this time.  We do know that several prominent figures in name study joined early, including H. L. Mencken, Frederic Cassidy, and George R. Stewart.  
In the second issue of Names Stewart attempted to define the American Name Society’s concerns, a trial definition of what is meant by a “name” and hence what should be the concern of this group.  Rather than any firm definition, he sought find the “center, or centers, of our activity,” including what subject matter should be in the articles published in the journal.  He also discussed the ambiguity of the organization’s name.  Should it be devoted only to names in America?  Should only American scholars be allowed to publish in the journal?  Or is it merely a society existing in America.  Stewart says that over time this will resolve itself, and I think it has so that we have become internationally inclusive while keeping our original name.  Among his other concerns: what is a name as distinct from another kind of noun, as in “What is the name of that town?” versus “What is the name of that flower?”  (After all, Shakespeare’s Juliet wasn’t asking about a name like Fred for a rose but about the word for a flower.)  Stewart goes on to list the categories of names he thinks the Society should be concerned with: 1) Personal names, including individuals, animals, personified objects, and personified abstractions; 2) Institutions and corporations; 3) Brand names; 4) Tribes, groups, and dynasties; 5) Titles, including books and works of art; 6) Place names of all sorts; 7) Events in history; 8) Abstractions not personified, such as Stoicism or Republicanism; and 9) Famous objects not personified, such as the Koh-i-nor diamond (Stewart, 1953: 73-78).
I think that in general our Society has followed the definition as laid out by Stewart in the beginning.  But there is one glaring absence in his list of concerns: other than titles of books, he makes no mention of names in literature. 
   This seems odd considering the large number of professors of English—including Stewart himself—and other languages who were involved in the early years.  But in the next issue after Stewart’s definition, there is an article by Kemp Malone on names in medieval poetry (Malone, 1953: 153-62).  And, the study of names in literature has over the years become one of the central interests of ANS.

Very early in the history of the Society, a donation from Charles M. Goethe established the Mary Glide Goethe Prize to recognize the best original contribution to onomastic scholarship by someone under thirty-five or whose dissertation was complete after 1948.  The cash prize was $100, the equivalent, using a government calculator, of $800 in today’s dollars.  Incidentally, dues that year for both individuals and libraries were $5.00, which, using the same calculator, would be $40.00 today.
  
The American Name Society has had a number of programs that may be called outreach, concerns with the broader issues than running the Society and publishing the journal.  One of the most important was what was called the Place Name Survey of the United States, known as PLANSUS.  The idea was to have an individual or a group of individuals in each state systematically collect the placenames and determine the exact locations and the origins of the names.  This is the kind of work already done so well in Minnesota, Oregon, California, and a few other states.  The first director was Byrd Granger, an energetic scholar from Arizona, and she was followed by Fred Tarpley from Texas.  The difficulty was finding people who were willing to make the commitment or who had the skill to collect and research the names, and PLANSUS never fully got off the ground.  Its primary mission, to collect names, was eventually superseded by the Geographic Names Information System, a function of the U. S. Geological Survey.  This program, under the leadership of Don Orth, Roger Payne, and now Lou Yost, is still ongoing.  PLANSUS has essentially been discontinued, succeeded by one of the several interest groups of ANS, namely Toponymic Interest Group, or TIG.
In more recent times, other outreach activities have been successful.  Under the direction of Cleve Evans, ANS has sponsored a “Name of the Year” contest, modeled on the popular “Word of the Year” contest of ADS.  Under the management of Michael McGoff, we have a very attractive website and a popular listserve, which gives those interested in names a chance to exchange information and ideas and to ask questions.  Unfortunately, in the opinion of some, the discussion too often drifts away from a discussion of names into other topics; others feel that any topic is appropriate and that the delete key is available to all.  Three years ago we started a competition, the Emerging Scholar Award, for the best paper presented at the ANS meeting by a student—either undergraduate or graduate.  This echoes those efforts of earlier years to encourage good scholarship at an early stage of a career. 

Most of the years between the founding of ANS and the middle eighties were peaceful, with some unusual circumstances.  Donald Orth, executive secretary of the Domestic Names Committee of the U. S. Board on Geographic Names, was elected president for 1972.  He remembers it as uneventful, but toward the end of that term, Lalia Boone of Idaho, the first vice-president, who was in line to succeed him, seemed to drop out of sight.  It turned out later that she had had serious brain surgery.  Without any other recourse, the executive secretary, who at the time was Anthony Tyler (the Harders were in Poland on a Fulbright), asked Don to serve another year, which he did.  The records show that Ms. Boone was president in 1973, but she was unable to perform any of the duties (Orth 2009).
Any organization requires the dedicated service of its members and its officers and especially of those entrusted with keeping in contact with the membership and with the money that is required to print the journal and take care of other business.  In the beginning, when Erwin Gudde edited the journal, his wife, Elizabeth, was the executive secretary of ANS.  At his retirement, Madison Beeler became editor and Fritz Kramer, a geographer at the University of Nevada, became the executive secretary.  When Kelsie Harder took over as editor in 1966, his wife, Louise, became the executive secretary.  For the next fifteen years, the editorial and business offices stayed with the Harders in Potsdam, New York.  In the early eighties, Murray Heller, who had run a successful regional names institute in Saranac Lake, New York, agreed to take over both jobs, but after two years turned it all back to Kelsie.  At about that time, Grace Alvarez-Altman, a professor of Spanish, who had organized and run the Conference on Literary Onomastics in Rochester, New York, suggested that a young Spanish professor at Baruch College in Manhattan would be a good candidate to serve as executive secretary.  That began the long service of Wayne Finke, who held that position from 1983 until 2002, a period of relative stability for the Society.  The office of executive secretary has not existed since 2002.
The matter of when and where ANS would hold its annual meeting had been under discussion for a long time.  Throughout the fifties, sixties, seventies, eighties, and nineties, annual meetings were held with MLA every year, to which members traveled from all parts of the country and Canada.  

MLA always met during the week after Christmas, and this was not convenient for anyone, especially those members of ANS who had no connection to or interest in the Modern Language Association.  Alan Rayburn, who was president in 1985, suggested that the annual meeting be held in conjunction with the Names Institute, which since its founding in 1962 by Wallace McMullen, had been meeting at Fairleigh Dickenson University in New Jersey (McMullen, 2001: 279).  In 1986 then, ANS met officially in May instead of December.  The following year, 1987, the Names Institute moved to New York City, where it still functions, and Fred Tarpley invited ANS to meet with his South Central Names Institute in Dallas, Texas.  Attendance was small, only about thirteen attendees.  In 1988, the meeting was in Chicago, hosted by Ed Callary and Larry Seits at their North Central Name Society conference.  Attendance was excellent.  The experiment to break from the grip of MLA in the dead of winter was working.  In 1989, in the fall, the Society met in Lexington, Kentucky, hosted by Bob Rennick.  Numbers were down, though those who attended (including me) remember it as a good meeting.  Nevertheless, the majority of those present decided that a meeting separate from MLA was not working, and a vote was held to rejoin MLA at the end of December 1990, a move not supported by geographers, especially Don Orth and Roger Payne, who was ANS president that year.  While Payne had not been happy with the MLA affiliation, he believed that ANS should not try to separate itself entirely from other groups but should seek affiliation with some other organization (Payne 2009).

A few years later, an effort to make the meeting time and place for the Western States Geographic Names Council also a venue for ANS was attempted in El Paso, where Lurline Coltharp was hosting.  A number of members and past presidents attended (see picture) but the effort was not continued after that.  

It was not until the next decade that the matter of a time for the annual meeting was resolved. This is a complex matter, and I will try to keep it as simple as possible.  MLA considers ANS an “allied organization,” which means that we are allowed to have two sessions out of the hundreds each year at the MLA convention.  In addition, for many years ANS has had its own separate program during the same time and at the same place—though not at the same hotel—as MLA.  This arrangement allowed members to hear papers of both groups, although in order to attend MLA papers it was usually necessary to pay the registration fee, which could be quite high.  The basic arrangement with MLA has not changed.  ANS is still allowed two sessions, although it is likely that limitations will soon apply.  What has changed is the time and place for the special ANS program.  
By the late nineties, several ANS members who also attended LSA conferences started organizing sessions under the auspices of the American Name Society (G. Smith, 2009).  The earliest year for this that I have found is 1999, when LSA met in San Francisco in the second week of January.  MLA had met in Los Angeles two weeks earlier, and the printed program for those two meetings appeared under the same cover.  The following year, 1999/2000, both MLA and LSA were in Chicago; and in 2000/2001, Washington, D.C.  My records don’t show any sessions with LSA in 2002, 2003, and 2004, but in 2003, at the meeting with MLA, the Executive Council voted to change our annual meeting from December, with MLA, to January, with LSA.  The last meeting with MLA was in December 2004, in Philadelphia, while a second unofficial conference with LSA was held in Oakland.  There was no official meeting in the calendar year 2005, and for the first time the annual meeting was with LSA in January 2006 in Albuquerque.  

Somewhat related, in 2011 MLA will finally break with a century-old tradition and change its date to the first week of January, but I don’t sense much support for our returning to that group.  During this transitional period, we have been allowed by MLA to keep its two sessions at their conference, a task arranged by the second vice-president under the new by-laws.  

From the beginning until the middle nineties, the term for officers was one year.  It had long been recognized that one year does not provide time for the officers to learn the job, though a longer term would require a substantial commitment with little reward.  The first president, Elsdon Smith, was elected two years in succession and to a third term much later, in 1970.  Two other presidents, Margaret Bryant and Len Ashley, served two, non-sequential terms.  In the early nineties, the Executive Committee voted to extend the terms for all officers to two years, and Lewis McArthur was the first to have that opportunity.  He stepped in at a time of turmoil over revising the bylaws, which had been in effect since 1951.  He made it as one of his goals to increase membership, but in a recollection he wrote in 2001 he felt that was not successful.  A number of people had stopped paying dues for one reason or another but were still carried as members.  In his administration, many of those were removed (L. L. McArthur, 2001: 317-18).
Ed Lawson, who succeeded McArthur, inherited many of the same long-standing problems (Lawson, 2009).   Lawson was followed by Sheila Embleton, the third Canadian to be president, and some of the meetings of the Executive Committee were contentious because of differences in how the Society should be run (Embleton 2009).  Toward the end of the nineties, another change was made that limited the terms of members of the executive committee to six years, which meant that some long-standing members were no longer eligible.  
Other changes in the role of officers have occurred in the last few years.  Rather than a single vice-president, we now have two, with the expectation that each will eventually succeed to the office of the president.  Since these are two-year terms, anyone elected to second vice-president has an eight-year commitment to the executive council, since the immediate past president remains an officer for two years.  Another change was approved in 2003.  Since the slate of officers put forth by the nominating committee usually included only one name for each office, it was considered unnecessary to mail out ballots to the membership.  Instead, the officers are elected by acclamation unless a member submits a name supported by ten other members, in which case a ballot will be mailed (DeVinne 2010).  So far that has not happened.  
The face and voice of the American Name Society is its journal, called from the very beginning by the simple title Names, though in 1996 the subtitle A Journal of Onomastics was added to give it a more scholarly tone.  It was a full year after the founding of ANS before the first issue came out, in March 1953.  The editor was the same Erwin Gudde who had spearheaded the founding of the Society.  The lead article in that first issue was an essay significantly titled “America—The Story of a Name,” by Madison Beeler, who would become the second editor.  The third editor was Demetrius Georgacas from the University of North Dakota.  In his first year, he had an opportunity to spend a year in Greece working on his magnum opus, a Greek-English dictionary; and Wallace McMullen, who was associate editor, did most of the work.  When McMullen took over as editor, in 1962, the journal was being printed in Heidelberg, Germany.  He noticed quite a few typographical errors, and when he was in Europe in 1963 he decided to visit the printer to discuss the problems.  He was “introduced to the person then assigned to the final printing of Names and … discovered that he knew absolutely no English.”  When McMullen’s university, Fairleigh-Dickenson, cut back its support a couple of years later, Kelsie Harder took on the duties as editor in addition to his position as executive secretary-treasurer (McMullen, 2001: 278-79).    
After three years Kelsie convinced his Potsdam colleague Conrad Rothrauff to be the editor, though I suspect that Kelsie still played a major role.  Rothrauff held the position for eleven years, the longest of any editor so far.  Murray Heller, of Saranac Lake, New York, offered to be both editor and executive secretary-treasurer.  Apparently, ill health intervened, and it became necessary to Kelsie Harder to step in again, which he officially did in 1984.  This time his wife, Louise, handled the executive secretary duties.  

It was at about this time that I became involved with the American Name Society and that was because I had gotten to know Ed Ehrensperger.  He had chaired the English Department at the University of South Dakota in Vermillion for thirty years and after his retirement had moved to the nearby town of Yankton and chaired the English Department at Yankton College.  By the time I arrived in South Dakota, he had long since retired.  When I served a term as chairman he asked for help in duplicating a report he prepared to distribute to members of the American Name Society.  We spent a lot of time talking about both medieval literature and names.  By the time he was in his mid eighties he realized that he would not be able to finish his proposed revisions to the South Dakota placename dictionary he had edited in 1940, and he convinced me that I should take over it over.  When I began to look into the contributions he had made to ANS, I wrote to Kelsie Harder in suggesting that a special issue of Names honoring Dr. Ehrensperger might be appropriate, and a good time would be his ninetieth birthday in April 1985.  As it turned out, Kelsie had already thought about that and had asked Larry Seits to be the editor.  Larry called me and said he didn’t know Ed and thought I should take on the task, which I gladly did.  Through Ed I got to know many of the older members of the Society and found them quite willing to contribute essays.  Unfortunately, Ed Ehrensperger did not live to be ninety, and the issue, which appeared in 1985, was a memorial issue.  
I enjoyed the work and suggested to Kelsie that when he was ready to retire I would like to be considered.  He wrote back and said, “How about tomorrow,” or words to that effect.  For a couple of years I was listed as associate editor, mostly evaluating manuscripts.  There were problems with the printer, and I knew of a good Mennonite printer in South Dakota named Glen Goering and suggested we talk to him.  The result of that was for the next twenty years Pine Hill Press in Freeman, South Dakota, later in Sioux Falls, did the printing.  Goering sold the press to Joe Mierau, whose diligence and patience we honored a couple of years ago with a framed certificate of appreciation (ANS Bulletin, 2008-2: 5).  
During my first year as editor I had a chance to spend a year in Germany.  Having agreed to be the editor, I agonized over what to do.  I turned to Kelsie for advice, and he said, “Why is that a hard decision; go to Germany.”  I managed to get the first issue out before I left, but the second, a Festschrift for Allen Walker Read, was handled largely by a graduate student and a local typesetter.  I was embarrassed by the number of typos, but I understand that Allen was grateful and certainly gracious.  Even after my year in Germany, I had problems with getting the journal out on time.  There were other problems too, such as publishing an article on names in Belize only to be informed that a very similar article had appeared the year before in Onomastica Canadiana, and neither I nor the author had noticed it (Ford, 1991; Everitt, 1987; [Gasque] and Ford, 1991: 298).   In general, though, the experience as editor was for me a rich one, giving me a chance to know many interesting people and to learn much about names.  I had great cooperation from the authors and the editorial board, but I thought that five years was long enough.  When I announced my intentions of giving up the position, Ed Callary was willing to take over, and he held the position for ten years, a period of stability and excellence for the journal. 
When Ed’s term was nearing an end, I was in the position of ANS president, and it fell to me to find a new editor.  It was a time of crisis for the Society.  After many years of service, Wayne Finke decided to give up his position as executive secretary-treasurer.  He had held the Society together, and when he left things starting falling apart.  I thought that history would record the main act of my presidency was that I had presided over a funeral.   In the summer of 2002, the Council of Geographic Names Authorities, hosted by Roger Payne, met here in Baltimore, over at the Hyatt Regency.  Alice and I took a day off and drove to Manhattan and back with three boxes of records that Wayne relinquished.  Then we had an urgent and no doubt illegal meeting of as many ANS members as we could muster to determine the fate of the Society.  Despite my despair, everyone was upbeat: Michael McGoff agreed to be the treasurer; Don Orth, the Secretary; and Ren Vasiliev, the editor.  ANS was brought back from near death.  

But let me get back to the journal.  For fifty-seven years Names has appeared with regularity though not always on time.  Thousands of articles, reviews, notices, and other matter have been published, and it would take much more time and patience than you and I have today even to summarize the major contributions to the study of names.  Some of the highlight might be mentioned, especially special issues over the years, as these often show the trends of the Society.
I have mentioned Madison Beeler’s article on the name America and George Stewart’s on the field of the American Name Society.  In the second year, Stewart (1954) set forth a classification system for placenames, a system he developed in more detail in his book Names on the Globe (1975: 85-165).  In 1955, Erwin Gudde, in an article called “Naming Storms,” credits Stewart with starting the custom of female names for Hurricanes, since in his 1941 novel Storm Stewart has a young meteorologist refer to the title character, a storm, as Maria (Gudde, 1955: 34).  The Weather Service started using names shortly after that, and of course a few years ago male names were alternated with female.  

Another feature for many years were the annual annotated bibliographies.  Pauline Seely and Richard Sealock
 prepared those for placenames, and Elsdon Smith for personal names.  While Edwin Lawson (1987, 1995) has continued work on personal names, no one has in recent years kept up with and disseminated information on placenames.  
In the 1960s a number of special issues devoted to topics in name study began to appear.  In 1967 Hamill Kenny edited an issue on Indian names, and in 1968 Jan Harold Brunvand edited one on names in folklore.  That same year Arthur Berigause assembled essays on names in literature, finally recognizing what for a long time had been a major interest of many of the members.  Much later Edwin Lawson (1983) was editor of essays on the contributions that the social sciences have made to name study, and Ralph Slovenko (1984) was editor of an issue on names and the law.  In 1990, an issue devoted to Nicknames was edited by James Skipper and Paul Leslie.  In 1996, William Bright collected essays on Native American toponyms.  Much more recently, in 2007, Dorothy Dodge Robbins and Christine DeVinne collected essays on women in onomastics, and in 2008 Don Nilsen and Alleen Nilsen edited names and ethnicity.  These topical issues were, of course, interspersed among the general interest issues over the years.  
From the beginning there were plans to publish periodic monographs, but only two ever saw print.  The first, by Ernst Pulgram, was of wide general interest, titled Theory of Names, issued separately from the four numbers that came out in 1954.
  The second was very specific, German Family Names in Kentucky Place Names, by John Leighly, in 1983.

When Ren Vasiliev indicated her desire not to continue after her five-year term as editor, we were faced with another search.  Several outstanding candidates stepped up, including Frank Nuessel, who was selected, and for the last two years has presided of the publication of eight outstanding issues, at the highest level of scholarship, and all or most appearing on time.  
A few years ago we learned that American Speech, the journal of the American Dialect Society, was being published by Duke University Press.  Allan Metcalf, long-time executive secretary, told me that the press also assumed the duties of maintaining the membership rolls and collecting the dues.  “It has reduced my workload almost to nothing,” Allan said (or words to that effect).  I asked what it costs ADS for them to do that, and he said, they pay us.
  For two or three years, pushed by Ed Lawson, we courted Duke for a similar deal, but in the end they were not interested.  Meanwhile, executive council member Ken Tucker suggested that we talk to Maney Publishing, a British company that produces scholarly journals.  He even visited their offices in London and brought back a positive report.  After some months or negotiation, we signed a contract with Maney, and that is where we are today.  After fifty-five years with little change in appearance, we now have a sleeker, brighter journal with a cover that truly reflects the international emphasis of our Society.
The American Name Society has had a long and mostly successful life, and we hope that it will continue to thrive.  A persistent problem has been the size of the membership.  In order to produce a high quality journal and do the other things that scholarly societies must do, there must be enough people willing to pay their dues, and we have consistently fallen below that critical number.  The difficulties of joining and rejoining after the affiliation with Maney resulted in a faster-than-usual dropping off of members and of institutional subscriptions.  Maney has promised to do its part in promoting the journal to libraries but has much to do.  We as members must do our part to make sure that those who are interested in names and the study of names know about us and join our effort to fulfill the purposes as laid out nearly sixty years ago.  
We need new ideas on increasing our membership, like the work that Bruce Brown at Brigham Young University has done to involve students in onomastic research.
  The recognition of emerging scholars is another one that is off to a slow start but should pick up steam.  There have been two winners: Idowu O. Odebode (2008) and Carol Lombard (2010).  Perhaps most important is the continuing insistence on solid academic research for both conference proceedings and publication in Names, and through the process of blind evaluation for both much of that has been done.  Michael McGoff (2010) wrote to me that his greatest fear is that ANS has lost its way as a scholarly society and that we need some “out of the box” thinking about our future.  I urge all of you to put your excellent minds to work on all of these issues.

I have discovered in preparing for this talk that there is much more to the history of ANS than I had thought, and there is much that I would have liked to cover and many more names I would have liked to mention if I had the time.  But I’ve gone on long enough, and I thank you for your attention.  Though some of us may not be around to see it, I fully believe that the American Name Society will be around for another six decades and even beyond, still finding new ways to talk about names.

Baltimore, January 8, 2010
References
ANS Bulletin.  2008.  American Name Society, 2008-2 (Fall).      

Ashley, Leonard R. N.  2002.  “The American Name Society: The First Fifty Years.”  Names 50.1 (March 2002): 63-72.
Berigause, Arthur F., ed.  1968.  Special Issue on Names in Literature.  Names 16.4 (December): 309-430.
Bright, William, ed.  1996.  Special Issue: Native American Geographic Names.  Names: A Journal of Onomastics 44.4 (December): 249-358.
Brunvand, Jan Harold., ed.  1968.  Special Issue on Names in Folklore.  Names 16.3 (September): 197-298.
Bryant, Margaret M.  1976.  “After 25 Years of Name Study.”  Names 24.1 (March): 30-55.

Craig, Hardin, ed.  The Complete Works of Shakespeare.  Chicago: Scott, Foresman.

DeVinne, Christine.  2010.  E-mail message to the author, January 3.

Dobbie, Elliott Van Kirk, and George Phillip Krapp.  1931-53.  The Anglo-Saxon Poetic Records.  6 vols.  New York: Columbia Univ. Press. 

Embleton, Sheila.  2009.  E-mail message to the author, 29 December.
Ehrensperger, Edward C., ed.  1941.  South Dakota Place Names.  Vermillion: Univ. of South Dakota.

Everitt, John.  1987.  “Toponymy as a Tool for the Culture Historian: The Case of Belize, Central America.”  Onomastica Canadiana 69.1 (June): 1-17.
Ford, Robert E.  1991.  “Toponymic Generics, Environment, and Culture History in Pre-Independence Belize.”  Names 39.1 (March): 1-26.

Gannett, Henry.  1905.  The Origin of Certain Place Names in the United States.  Washington: Government Printing Office.

[Gasque, Thomas J.], and Robert E. Ford.  1991.  “Names Forum.”  Names 39.3 (September): 297-98.
Gudde, Erwin C.  1949.  California Place Names.  4th ed., rev. and enl. William Bright.  Berkeley: Univ. of California Press, 1998.

——.  “Naming Storms.”  Names 3.1 (March): 34-37.
Kenny, Hamill, ed.  1967.  Special Issue on Indian Names.  Names 15.3 (September): 157-234.
Lapierre, André.  2009.  E-mail message to the author, 12 December.

Lawson, Edwin D., ed.  1983.  Special Issue: Social Science Contributions to Names.  Names 31.4 (December): 235-333.
Lawson, Edwin D.  1987.  Personal Names and Naming.  Westport, CT: Greenwood Press.

——.  1995.  More Names and Naming.  Westport, CT:  Greenwood Press.

——.  2009.  E-mail message to the author,   17 December.
Leighly, John.  1983.  Family Names in Kentucky Place Names.  American Name Society Monograph No. 2.  New York, NY:  American Name Society.
Malone, Kemp.  1953.  “Royal Names in Old English Poetry.”  Names 1.2 (Sept.): 153-62).

——.  1923.  The Literary History of Hamlet: The Early Tradition.  New York: Haskell House, 1964.   

McArthur, Lewis A., and Lewis L. McArthur.  1928.  Oregon Geographic Names.  7th ed.  Portland: Oregon Historical Society Press.
McArthur, Lewis L.  2001.  “Thoughts on the American Name Society.”  Names: A Journal of Onomastics 49:4 (December): 317-20).
McGoff, Michael.  2010.  E-mail message to the author, 1 January.

McMullen, Wallace.  2001. “Thinking of the American Name Society.”  Names: A Journal of Onomastics 49:4 (December): 278-79).
Mencken, H. L.  1936.  The American Language.  4th ed., with 2 supplements.(1945 & 1948).  New York: Knopf.  
Nilsen, Alleen, and Don Nilsen, eds.  2008.  Special Issue: Names and Ethnicity.  Names: A Journal of Onomastics 56.1 (March): 57-56.
Orth, Donald J.  2009.  E-mail message to the author, 7 December.

Payne, Roger L.  2009.  E-mail message to the author, 3 December. 
Powell, Margaret S., and Stephen D. Powell.  1990.  Names 38.1-2 (March-June): 49-141.
Pulgram, Ernst.  1954.  Theory of Names.  [American Name Society Monograph No. 1.] Potsdam, NY: American Name Society.
Ramsay, Robert L.  1952.  Our Storehouse of Missouri Place Names.  Columbia: Univ. of Missouri Press.

Robbins, Dorothy Dodge, and Christine DeVinne, eds.  2007.  Special Issue: Women in Onomastics.  Names 55.3 (September): 193-299.
Saxo Grammaticus.  Circ. 1200.  History of the Danes.  Trans. Peter Fisher.  Ed. Hilda Ellis Davidson.  Vol. 1.  Cambridge, Engl.: Rowman & Littlefield, 1979.

Sealock, Richard B., Margaret M. Sealock, and Margaret S. Powell.  1982.  Bibliography of Place-Name Literature: United States and Canada.  3rd ed.  Chicago: American Library Association.  
Skipper, James K., Jr., and Paul L. Leslie.  1990.  Special Issue: Personal Nicknames.  Names 38.4 (December): 253-363.
Slovenko, Ralph, ed.  1984.  Special Issue: Symposium on Names and the Law.  Names 32.2 (June): 107-88).
Smith, Elsdon.  1952.  Personal Names: A Bibliography.  New York: New York Public Library.

Smith, Grant.  2009.  E-mail message to the author, 20 December.
Stewart, George R.  1941.  Storm.  New York: Random House.

——.  1945.  Names on the Land.  4th ed.  San Francisco: Lexikos, 1982

——.  1953.  “The Field of the American Name Society.”  Names 1.2 (June): 73-78.

——.  1954.  “A Classification of Place Names.”  Names 2.1 (March): 1-13.

——.  1975.  Names on the Globe.  New York: Oxford Univ. Press.

Upham, Warren.  1920.  Minnesota Place Names.  3rd ed.  St. Paul: Minnesota Historical Society Press, 2001.
Presidents of the American Name Society, 1953-2010

1953 Elsdon C. Smith 
1954 Elsdon C. Smith 
1955 Meredith (Pete) Burrill

1956 Kemp Malone

1957 George R. Stewart

1958 Margaret M. Bryant 
1959 Jaraslav B. Rudnyćkyj (Cdn)
1960 Thomas M. Pearce

1961 Mamie J. Meredith

1962 Jack A. Dabbs

1963 Alfred Senn

1964 Ignace J. Gelb

1965 Demetrius J. Georgacas

1966 Francis L. Utley

1967 Clarence L. Barnhart

1968 Edward C. Ehrensperger

1969 Allen Walker Read

1970 Elsdon C. Smith (also 1953, 1954)

1971 Audrey K. Duckert

1972 Donald J. Orth

1973 Lalia P. Boone

1974 Byrd H. Granger

1975 Margaret M. Bryant (also 1958)

1976 E. Wallace McMullen

1977 W. F. H. (Bill) Nicolaisen
[image: image1.jpg]SEP 11 1993 3

fast Presidenty of Americam Name Socie by






1978 Lurline H. Coltharp

1979 Leonard R. N. Ashley
1980 Frederic G. Cassidy

1981 Fred Tarpley

1982 Kelsie B. Harder

1983 Grace Alvarez-Altman

1984 John Algeo

1985 Alan Rayburn (Cdn)
1986 Sarah E. Jackson

1987 Leonard R. N. Ashley (also 1979)

1988 Mary Rita Miller

1989 Roger L. Payne

1990 Edward Callary

1991 André Lapierre (Cdn)
1992 Gerald L. Cohen

1993-1994 Lewis L. McArthur*

1995-1996 Edwin D. Lawson

1997-1998 Sheila Embleton (Cdn)
1999-2000 Grant Smith

2001-2002 Thomas J. Gasque

2003-2004 Christine DeVinne

2005-2006 Cleveland K. Evans

2007-2008 Don Nilsen and Alleen Nilsen**

2009-2010 Priscilla Ord

(Cdn) = Canadian member

  *Start of two-year terms for officers

**Co-Presidency

[image: image2.jpg]" i
Wit

e

‘ (:7 ¥

-
I
m
»

o

L.

1
-
:
St

b=
—'
)
s
o

Vasiliev

Rothrauff
1969-79

1993-2002

Harder
1966-68

Z

199

McMullen
1962-65
Gasque
988-

dacas
1960
ol

eler
-59

1957

iudde
1953-56

(





Names: A Journal of Onomastics

​​​

Editors of Names
Vols.
Years
Editor
Institution
Department


1-4
1953-1956
Erwin C. Gudde 
Univ. of California–Berkeley 
German
5-7
1956-1959
Madison Beeler 
Univ. of California–Berkeley
German 

8-9
1960-1961
Demetrius Georgacas 
Univ. of North Dakota
Classical Languages
10-13
1962-1965
Wallace McMullen 
Fairleigh Dickinson Univ.

English 

14-16
1966-1968
Kelsie Harder 
SUNY Coll. at Potsdam

English

17-27
1969-1981
Conrad Rothrauff
SUNY Coll. at Potsdam

English
28-29
1982-1983
Murray Heller
North Country Comm. Coll.

Adirondack Studies

30-35
1984-1987
Kelsie Harder
SUNY Coll. at Potsdam

English                                           

36-40 
1988-1992
Thomas J. Gasque 
Univ. of South Dakota

English
41-50
1993-2002
Edward Callary 
Northern Illinois Univ.

English
51-55
2003-2007
Ren Vasiliev 
SUNY Coll. at Geneseo

Geography 

56-
2008- 
Frank Nuessel 
Univ. of Louisville

Modern Languages

A History of the American Name Society, Tom Gasque, Baltimore, January 8, 2009
�





Past ANS Presidents in 1993, El Paso, Texas, at the Western States Geographic Names Conference (later COGNA)
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The subtitle, A Journal of Ono-mastics, was added for vol. 44, no. 1 (March 1996), and subsequent issues.








� This is a slightly revised version of the talk I gave at the annual American Name Society meeting in Baltimore, Maryland, on January 8, 2010.  Most of the information for this presentation comes from my memories of twenty-five years in the American Name Society, from my conversations with E. C. Ehrensperger in the early 1980s and with other members whose involvement predates mine, from e-mail responses to my request to former presidents and others, and from back issues of Names.  Most helpful are the two published histories, one at the twenty-fifth anniversary by Margaret M. Bryant (1976), the other at the fiftieth by Leonard R. N. Ashley (2002).  A special issue of Names for the fiftieth anniversary of ANS (2001) features recollections of a number of early members of the Society.


� Most of the Missouri theses cover several counties: Orvyl Adams, north central counties, 1928; Anne Atchinson, five west central counties, 1937; Margaret Bell, southwest border counties, 1933; Katherine Elliott, six northeast counties, 1938; Martha Ewing, northwest counties, 1929; Mayme Hamlett, six southeast counties, 1938; Eugenia Harrison, four eastern river counties, 1943; Esther Leech, six east central counties, 1933; Robert Myers, southwest counties, 1930; Anna O’Brien, five central southern counties, 1939; Fauna Overlay, five south central counties, 1943; Nadine Pace, central counties, 1928; Cora Pottenger, five southern border counties, 1945; Frank Weber, six south central counties, 1938; and Gertrude Zimmer, five southeast counties, 1944.


� Janet Carlberg, Clay Co., 1962; Winifred Christensen, Lake Co., 1955; Lucille Distad, Mellette Co., 1943;  Marjorie Frybarger, Meade Co., 1941; Evelyn Halla, Yankton Co., 1952; Agnes Hansen, Kingsbury Co., 1940; Dana Harlow, Spink Co., 1944; Ann Holland, Sanborn Co., 1942; Floyd Hutcheson, Davison Co., 1944; Leta James, Beadle Co., 1939; Anna Kleinsasser, Charles Mix Co., 1938; Gladys Kuehl, Hand Co., 1955; Joseph Molumby, Clark Co., 1939; Kenneth Nicholas, Lincoln Co., 1960; Mary Snyder, Turner Co., 1940; Winerva Van Roekel, Douglas Co., 1961.  Ehrensperger was the editor of an dictionary of South Dakota placenames prepared by workers in the WPA program (Ehrensperger, ed., 1941)


� A statement of the purposes of the American Name Society appeared intermittently on the inside back cover of Names from March 1954 (vol. 2.1) through December 1990 (38.4), when it was replaced by instructions on submitting articles to the journal.  It was a variation of Stewart’s 1953 categories and also did not mention literary onomastics as one of the fields of interest. 


� A notice of the $100 Goethe prize appears on the inside back cover of several issues of Names (e.g. 1.3.  The dues amount is on page 232 of that issue.).  The website for the “calculator” is maintained by the Minneapolis Federal Reserve Bank and can be accessed at � HYPERLINK "http://www.minneapolisfed.org/index.cfm" ��www.minneapolisfed.org/index.cfm�.


� In 1982, Sealock, with  his wife Margaret M. Sealock and their daughter Margaret S. Powell published their comprehensive bibliography of placename studies in the U. S. and Canada (Sealock, et al., 1982).  A first edition by Seeley and Sealock had appeared in 1948.  Powell continued the work for some years afterwards and in 1990, with her son Stephen D. Powell, published those results in Names (Powell and Powell, 1990).  There has been no equivalent publication since that time.


� Theory of Names was first published, apparently in English, in Beiträge zur Namenforschung 5.2.


� This exchange of e-mails was several years ago, and I no longer have copies.  Thus I am relying on memory for Metcalf’s comments. 


� In January 2007, Brown featured the following Brigham Young University Students in the ANS program: Cassidy Larsen, Jessica Scott, James Wuehler, Jonathan Decker, Michael Jenkins, Leslie E. Koenen, Scott Irvine, Hooshang Farahnakian, Mary Farahnakian, Deryle Lonsdale, and Matthew Spackman.  This year, 2010, two of Brown’s students, Wendy Baker and Dennis Eggett, are on the program.
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